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Abstract 

This information document is aimed at the archivist, librarian or technician who needs to make transfers from 

mechanical sound records made during the past 100 years or more. Each period had its own technological style 

and there was little effective standardisation until the late 1940s. Making satisfactory and efficient transfers 

from these records means choosing an appropriate stylus to suit both the style of manufacture and also the 

physical condition of the particular specimen. This brief document sets out some guidance on stylus choice for 

vertical recordings on cylinders and discs, coarse-groove lateral recordings on disc, and comparatively modern 

microgroove records in both mono and stereo.  

 

 

 

 

An AES standard implies a consensus of those directly and materially affected by its scope and provisions and 

is intended as a guide to aid the manufacturer, the consumer, and the general public. An AES information 

document is a form of standard containing a summary of scientific and technical information; originated by a 

technically competent writing group; important to the preparation and justification of an AES standard or to the 

understanding and application of such information to a specific technical subject. An AES information 

document implies the same consensus as an AES standard. However, dissenting comments may be published 

with the document. The existence of an AES standard or AES information document does not in any respect 

preclude anyone, whether or not he or she has approved the document, from manufacturing, marketing, 

purchasing, or using products, processes, or procedures not conforming to the standard. This document is 

subject to periodic review and users are cautioned to obtain the latest edition.  
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