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Foreword

This standard makes reference to the following British Standards:

BS 1361, Cartridge-fuses for domestic consumers’ units.

BS 1598, Ceramic materials for telecommunication and allied purposes.

BS 2004, PVC-insulated cables and flexible cords for electric power and lighting.
BS 3042, Standard test finger (for checking protection against electric shock).

For some time there has been a general recognition, on the part of manufacturers
and users alike, that revision of BS 196 was necessary to meet the ever extending
demands of industry.

This revised edition has been prepared in order to include all known
requirements and such revisions of text as were deemed necessary. Also the
alternative non-reversibility feature included in Appendix I of the previous issue
has been incorporated as an essential feature to meet modern regulations.
Other British Standards for plugs and socket-outlets for electric power supply
are:

BS 74, Charging plugs-and-sockets for electric battery vehicles.

BS 279, 100-ampere flameproof plugs and sockets (restrained type).

BS 546, Two-pole and earthing-pin plugs, socket-outlets and socket-outlet
adaptors.

BS 1363, Two-pole and earthing-pin fused-plugs and shuttered socket-outlets for
a.c. circuits up to 250 volts.

BS 1395, 30-ampere flameproof plugs-and-sockets and cable-couplers.

BS 1778, 15-ampere three-pin plugs, socket-outlets and connectors (theatre type).
BS 3214, Plugs and locking sockets for electric battery vehicles and trucks.

NOTE Where metric equivalents are stated, the values in British units are to be regarded as the
standard. The metric conversions are approximate. More accurate conversions should be based on
BS 350, “Conversion actors and tables”.

A British Standard does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a
contract. Users of British Standards are responsible for their correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity
from legal obligations.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, pages 1 to iv,
pages 1 to 54 and a back cover.

This standard has been updated (see copyright date) and may have had
amendments incorporated. This will be indicated in the amendment table on the
inside front cover.
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